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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 DHA-02 
10-13 ACDA-07 OMB-Ol /078 W 

220738 126373/17 

R 220640Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6213 

CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 2577 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, RP 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED "MY LAT'TYPE INCIDENT ON BASILAN 

1 . DURING CALL AT EMBASSY FEB. 17 NY TIMES CORRESPONDENT 
HENRY KAMM ASKED IF WE HAD INFORMATION REGARDING WHAT HE 
DESCRIBED AS "MY LAI" TYPE INCIDENT WHICH ALLEGEDLY TOOK 
PLACE AT BARRIO SIMUD (PHONETIC), BASILAN ISLAND, ON 

JAN. 16 (BEFORE CURRENT CEASEFIRE). ACCORDING KAMM'S 
INFORMANT (A CATHOLIC PRIEST IN ZAMBOANGA) INCIDENT BEGAN 
WITH REBEL AMBUSH OF PHILIPPINE CONSTABULARY (PC) PATROL 
IN WHICH SIX GOVERNMENT MEN AND 4-5 REBELS (KILLED). TWO 
DAYS LATER PC MOUNTED PURSUIT AND (THEY SAY) TOOK FIRE 
FROM MUSLIM VILLAGE. WHEREUPON THEY FIRED BACK, KILLING 
30-40 VILLAGERS, MOSTLY NON-REBELS AND INCLUDING MANY 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN. HOWEVER MUSLIM SOURCES TOLD PRIEST 
THAT PC PURSUIT FORCE NOT FIRED ON BUT BEGAN SHOOTING 
WHEN THEY SAW A WEAPON IN A MUSLIM HOUSE. AND THAT 
APPROXIMATELY 70 VILLAGERS KILLED. 

2. ALL-SOURCE SURVEY INDICATED EMBASSY HAS NO INFORMA- 
TION CONFIRMING ALLEGED INCIDENT AND WE SO INFORMED 
KAMM ON OFF-RECORD BASIS. IT SOUNDS SIMILAR IN NATURE 

TO DEC. 23-25 INCIDENT AT AMAS, NORTH COTABATO (SEE PRINGLE- 
ROGERS MEMCON OF JAN. 15) WHICH KAMM ALSO KNEW ABOUT. 
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ALTHOUGH THIS TYPE OF CLASH HAS OCCURRED MANY TIMES IN 
PAST, KILLING OF SUCH MAGNITUDE NORMALLY STIRS WIDESPREAD 
REACTION (AS AMAS AFFAIR DID) AND WE ARE THEREFORE 
INCLINED TO CONCLUDE THAT AT VERY LEAST CASUALTY FIGURES 
CITED BY KAMM SOURCE ARE EXAGGERATED. RESUMES OF KAMM 
STORIES CONTAINED IN EA PRESS SUMMARIES TO DATE HAVE NOT 
MENTIONED BASILAN EPISODE SO ASSUME HE MAY ALSO HAVE 
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CONCLUDED IT EXAGGERATED OR FICTITIOUS. 

SULLIVAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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